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Accessing the Science of Tree Benefits

www.itreetools.org

Session 1 now online!

Exercises available

Use Chat for questions

Q&A at the end with i-Tree Team 
and fellow i-Tree users

CEUs/CFEs available for live sessions 
after Academy ends

Email us anytime: info@itreetools.org

Reminders for today:

• Please try to refrain from using tools as 
they are demonstrated

• Used i-Tree tools before? LET US KNOW!!



Plan for today

1. Introduce the online tree tools

2. MyTree Demo

3. i-Tree Design Demo

4. i-Tree Planting Demo

5. Comparing the online tree tools



The 2023 i-Tree Suite of Tools
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i-Tree Tool Relationships

Eco: Tree/Population 
Ecosystem Services 
Calculator

i-Tree Engine/API: 
Individual tree 
benefits and 
projections

MyTree
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i-Tree model basics: data        tree benefits

Key field variables
• DBH
• Species
• Crown 

measurements
• Tree health
• Building interactions
• Light availability



Simple tools require simplifying 
assumptions

Crown assumptions

Less specific inputs

Fewer outputs

Mortality assumptions

Key field variables
• DBH
• Species
• Crown 

measurements
• Tree health
• Building interactions
• Light availability

‹ Modeled

‹ Simplified
‹ Simplified
‹ Simplified



How does this look in MyTree?



Introduction to MyTree
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Ana Castillo 
i-Tree Support and Outreach

Ana.Castillo@davey.com



MyTree

Gateway tool to the i-Tree 
suite

Simple, easy to digest 
outputs 

Make general 
comparisons of trees of 
different species, 
conditions, etc.



• Individual tree tool

• Easy to use – only species ID 
and DBH measurement 
needed

• Available worldwide

MyTree



MyTree: Driving new users



https://youtu.be/Ll-YLQMqbL8?si=dpfqCf6Xq0LgACk5



MyTree.itreetools.org



Demo:



Demo:





Results!



TreeTags

Beyond the written report

https://www.itreetools.org/support/resources-overview/beyond-written-report


2024 PARTNERS IN COMMUNITY FORESTRY CONFERENCE |  ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY TREES DAY

#EUTreeTag 
Campaign

• Led by Pius Floris 
Boomverzorging with 
participation from 12 
other organizations

• Created tree tags and 
placed them on them 
trees on a specific day

• Over 700 trees tagged! 

https://www.treetags.eu/en



2024 PARTNERS IN COMMUNITY FORESTRY CONFERENCE |  ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY TREES DAY

www.treetags.eu/en

#EUTreeTag Campaign





i-Tree Design
Demonstrate the Value of Trees
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i-Tree Design 

Features - 
Accessible online

Easy to use, easy to edit

Valuates CO2/Pollution 
removal/Stormwater/Energy

Estimates current year, 
benefits-to-date, and future 
benefits

Printable report summary

Considerations – Better for 
smaller scale projects, benefits 
processing can be …slow, can 
not export tree data



i-Tree Design

Can be used on a 
tablet…but test it first

Highlight local gems

Reports can be printed or 
you can save and email a 
PDF document

Project saving and sharing 
is possible

Can help show trees are 
an investment: advocate 
for tree care



i-Tree Planting

i-Tree is a 
Cooperative 

Initiative 
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partners









MyTree: Common uses

[Photo Source: J. Garden 2017]

• Education
• Engagement
• Connect people 

to the benefits 
of the trees 
around them

[Photo Source: L. Paqueo 2022]

https://www.unri.org/news/treetags042019/

[Photo Source: K. Thomas 2024]



MyTree: Strengths and limitations

Strengths

Simple to use

Created for mobile 
devices

Easy to grasp outputs

Quick

20 year projection

Limitations

No ability to save 
projects

Not great for more than 
10 trees

No internet = No 
MyTreePotential Upcoming Features

• Mapping collected trees
• Support for group projects



i-Tree Design: Common uses

Connecting with property owners

Engaging visuals

Landscape planning

Scenario evaluation



i-Tree Design: Strengths and limitations

Strengths

• Great visuals (maps, benefits web, 
graphs)

• Shareable report

• Interactive evaluation

Limitations

• Limited to a handful of buildings and 
few dozen trees

• Helps to have a mouse for drawing

Upcoming Features
• Modernization
• Expanded capacity



i-Tree Planting: Common uses

Tracking planting projects

LEED Certification of landscapes

Carbon accounting

Funding requests/reporting 

Sustainability impact reporting

Spring 2022 Season Analysis
By: Marcus Tuah

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1140f07f5212458592c3b60c8e2b59e5 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1140f07f5212458592c3b60c8e2b59e5


i-Tree Planting for reporting impact

https://www.peco.com/news/news-releases/peco-announces-increased-investment-in-tree-planting-and-expanded-support-of-phs-with-launch-of-re-leaf-
program-04262022

"When planted right, trees offer our 
customers a number of benefits, 
including energy and money 
savings, and help support our 
efforts to promote a cleaner, 
brighter future for the communities 
we serve.” Riscoe Brinson, Director 
of Corporate and Community 
Impact
Funding doubled to 
$200,000/year



i-Tree Planting: Strengths and limitations

Strengths

• Easily project thousands of trees

• Flexible projection length

• Includes mortality

• Editable parameters

Limitations

• No import ability

• Simplified mortality schemes

Upcoming Features
• Annual results
• Expanded results



Tool Characteristics

MyTree

• Great for groups
• Quickest and easiest 
• Simple to use on a 

mobile device
• Education settings
• Good for up to 5-10 

trees per person

Design

• Great visuals
• Connect people to 

their own trees
• Multiple buildings 

and a few dozen 
trees

• Nice to have a 
mouse for drawing

Planting

• Perfect for planting projects
• Easily project hundreds of 

trees
• Ideal for carbon accounting
• Funding requests/reporting
• Use if you have many trees 

of each species
• More convenient on a 

desktop/laptop
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