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These quadrants encompass several new housing developments, 2 churches with 
large open grassy areas, downtown commercial areas, City utility properties, 
some agriculture and a mix of a range of socio-economic income residents. 

Because of the very small street tree easements which occur in the lower socio-
economic neighborhoods located south of our downtown, I was interested to 
know where we might focus tree planting efforts to bring improved 
environmental benefits to these areas. This seems to be only the start of such an 
investigation.  

First  study – Southwest 1/8 portion of Greenfield 

This neighborhood includes a large number of small homes on small lots. Street 
easements are, in many cases, too narrow for street tree planting of even the 
smallest caliper. It also includes sections of the well-wooded Pennsy Trail and 
numerous light industrial and City utility properties. 

27.35% grass/herbaceous 
11.43% trees 
Impervious (total all) 45% 
 
There are some areas that would be appropriate for tree planting projects, 
primarily by bulking up tree plantings along the Pennsy Trail and at the edges of 
municipal utility properties. Anticipated growth of canopy percentage would 
probably not exceed 15% of the total area. 
 

Second study – Southwest quadrant of Greenfield 

This area incorporates and expands the survey area of the first study, adding 
several neighborhoods of larger homes and lots, agricultural parcels and 2 
churches with large grassed areas. 

 



41.60% grass/herbaceous 
15.40% trees 
Impervious (total all) 35%  
 
This area includes more residential neighborhoods which could be encouraged to 
increase tree planting on individual owners’ properties. The several churches with 
large open grassed areas could also be encouraged to make tree planting a part of 
their mission. 

With the expansion into the neighborhoods with larger lots (unless their ‘codes’ 
prohibit more plantings) we could perhaps encourage enough homeowners to 
add more trees, enough to boost the canopy cover to 20%. (Sad….)  

In both areas (they are combined), there are many plantable spaces. As always, 
one of the difficulties is convincing residents and City entities to take on the 
(usually) minor tree maintenance of a newly planted tree. Our volunteer 
organization does care for street and some Parks plantings, and, as yet, has not 
chosen to take on a more varied program of encouraging industrial and municipal 
facilities, and even housing ‘developments’, to take on the care of new trees. 
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