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For my capstone project for the iTree academy I choose to conduct a 
thousand-point canopy study of the Downtown area of Morgantown West 
Virginia. Morgantown's downtown is comprised of many old and new 
buildings that are mixed use of primarily commercial and residential 
building. I choose the downtown area because we lose trees downtown due 
to the harsh nature of the urban environment.  Historically we lose several 
street trees a year to vandalism, car accident, and street tree age with 
limited growing space. It is often hard to get buy in from upper 
management of the city for the planting of new street trees in downtown 
due to the cost and shorter than average life span of urban street tree. I felt 
the canopy tool would highlight the need for more green infostructure in 
Downtown Morgantown. Here are the findings of my Canopy survey. 

 

Grass Herbaceous 6.6% 

Impervious Buildings 26.2% 

Impervious Other 24.8% 

Impervious Roads 18% 

Soil/Bare Ground 3.9% 

Water 4.2% 

Trees/Shrub 16.3% 

 

As you can see on my Canopy point report the downtown area has very few 
green tree dots on the city streets. The report indicates that our downtown 
area on has 16.3% canopy. It is also evident that the riparian areas alone the 
Monongahela River and Deckers Creek have the majority our Urban Trees.  
In conclusion I hope to use this report as a tool to demonstrate the need for 
additional tree planting in the downtown areas of Morgantown West 
Virginia. 

 






